Pregnancy rates among Chilean women who had non-surgical sterilization with quinacrine pellets between 1977 and 1989.
We describe cumulative pregnancy probabilities among women who underwent quinacrine pellet sterilization in Chile between 1977 and 1989 (N = 1492). We interviewed the women or relatives in 1991-93 and 1994-96, and reviewed hospital records. Mean follow-up was 9.6 years (median 9 years). We recorded 120 pregnancies, including 40 that went to term or near-term. There were nine adverse outcomes in eight infants: one fetal death at 18 weeks gestation; three infants born prematurely; one stillbirth (placental infarct); and four infants with birth defects. There was no clustering of any particular kind of birth defect. For two insertions, the 10-year cumulative pregnancy probability was 8.9 (95% confidence interval 3. 7, 14.1). For 3 insertions, the 10-year rate was 7.0 (4.4, 9.5). For women who were under 35 years at insertion, the 10-year rate was 10. 7 (7.4, 14.1). For women who were 35 or older at insertion, the 10-year rate was 3.1 (0.6, 5.7). The pregnancy rate varied little for 2 vs. three insertions, but the rate did vary significantly by age, with women who received quinacrine at 35 years or older 0.3 (0. 2, 0.5) times as likely to become pregnant as younger women. The 10-year cumulative ectopic pregnancy probabilities for women with two and three insertions of quinacrine were 0.9 (<0.1, 2.6) and 0.5 (<0.1, 1.2), respectively. Pregnancy rates after quinacrine insertion are higher than after surgical sterilization, but ectopic pregnancy rates appear similar.